Human pathology of Opisthorchis viverrini infection: a comparison of adults and children.
The pathology of human opisthorchiasis in 22 adults (20 to 68 years) and 7 children (7 to 15 years) at autopsy is described. The changes of the liver in adults and children are similar and are summarized as follows: Enlargement of the liver was a common finding. Pericholangitis was observed in most cases. The pathology was confined to the large and medium-sized bile ducts where the flukes inhabited. The small interlobular bile ducts had minimal or unremarkable changes. Dilatation of the bile ducts with hyperplasia, desquamation and proliferation of the bile duct epithelial cells, glandular formation and fibrous connective tissue infiltration of the walls were the most common features. The pathological changes were well established within 7 to 15 years. Dilatation of the gallbladder, chronic cholecystitis and carcinoma were found only in adults. Eight of ten cases were cholangiocarcinoma and two were hepatocellular carcinoma.